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« | The shocking disclosure that the National;
Ludent Association, the largest group of its:
ind in the United States, was subsidized byt
he Ceniral Intelligence Agency from Lhe‘
arly 1950s until last year, is cause adain to?
onder just how widespread CIA dom cotxc\
clivities really arc. Leqs than a year ago it!
ras revealed that Michigan State Umvcrsxty
rovided support and cover for the CIA in-,
‘icinam from 1955 to 1959, 4
| There were intimations in the MSU situa-
" 4tion that the schaol got caught in a sort of
LIA web before it knov' precizely. what itg
Vas doing. Bui accor ding to Lu“nm. Groves, )l
] rcsxdan of the shunm.t association, tho offi-!
“gers of the association npplo.m‘lnu the CIA”
ind asked for help, which wag teadered in,
~fhe form of as much as $200,600 a year. Mr.i
Groves said the student assoziation u‘c not
ime served any “intellizence function.” and *
hat the money was used mainly to financo’
Lhie association’s international activities. '
According to Mr. Groves, the CIA subsi dy
vas sought because the officers of the asso-
Ciation “felt that the existence of nca\ny'
financed and totaily controlled Soviel flont ’
preanizations in the  inlernational student’
Ficld made it im peraiive that democratic and
fprogressive orginizations mzintain a presence
abroad which vwould offer an aiternative. "~
What the officers apparenily faiied %o conw:
prebend was that tnu. organization was no~ .
longer democratic and prozressive if subsi- | S :
‘Kized by the CIA, znd was 1o better than . .

the Soviet zroups.
It s no wonder that scemingly haxmless'
oneralions by official and unofficial United
States agencies are so widely su spect abroad, -
pr ob'xbly uniaivly so in many instances. When
ihe hand of the CIA is revealed as in the ;
sludent case, a scandal ensues, Transrission | . -
of CIA funds was kept secret by (hdnn(}h]”" g : .
them 1hrough lwo foundations to the studcnt
association. Jlow many more foundations are -
CIA fronts?
We do not know how* miuch the CIA got-
for its money, if anything. The story is that
the associaticn terminaled the relationship ¢
because “conditions changed” and no longer *
justified the “covorg relationship.” Maybe\
that is niot the whole story, as the assocmtxon B . -
L which has chapters on more than 300 cam.
puses, has often differed with Administration !
policy. In the last year il has opposed the. | -~
| draft and has heen eritical of Amcncan in-
[ volvement in Vietnam.
;' But the issue is not the fndgment of thc
. National Student Asscciation leaders, but: .
whether the {free-wheeling- CIA has the right
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i 1S a'\o er argument {for smcter
Feafigressional sunervision of tha CIA.: LR
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